ww” [YER 5g Wo 4 


| 3 of oo, , 71 THE + 
"LS „ . 
rf AND ra 
5 5 8 . 228 9 


* 1 , : : . 
* ; O F . " " 
"©" | 1 - 4 > VU 
; * 4 — - 2 -. 

* * 


„ 
LY 
* 
1 
Fad 


þ N a 8 5 0 | a_ 
.__.._ CALLING veox GOD IELUSTRATED :- 


* : : 
* h J " LY 
"a Y 


* 
> * 2 
* 


\, g *4 = * A 
r , n 
r 
, TWO SERMONS 
N ee W- 7 | wo 
92 | * "4 * a l ' 
N | ? \ , 4 , ö 9 "% 


* 4 The jultance of which us dulbered at dnads on Sy. 
| — a ad, 1799. 


a 


* * a 4 % 
o d . FL - þ a ** 


u une, THE QUESTION, WHETHER 1T 16 BETTER 
* 1 ro AN, UNBEGENERA * MAN TO PRAY, 
* 2 + ©» THAN ro ohr PRAYING; ®. 


2g 1 * 17 ANSWERED. 9 8 5 


* +54 "Ws: 5 | —ͤ —ͤä— 
r lostan SPALDING, . u. 


| Xp. Tas rox or A CuoKen i IN — 2 

0 MAES Ste. | *# 8 53 : = 
MK; — — — ; | 
| es. 4% $6 1 ' * 190 FEE Ss | 4 
nr | « | — 7 1 
K 2 2 2 . * * 
1 Publiſhed by defire«. „ T9 RSS 
| * * 8 - oa 5 | = ” * * _ Ie . 


- 
1 P * 4 
„ » 8 
: , — - 0 
W ” 2 
* % © , 1 b 
2 % 0 > 6 4 . - 4 


„ buntes r NORTHAMPTON bender) 


8 
2 


. R 1 ' 
. : . wy l - d 
. 3 4 , : 2 * 
. 1800. 
9 * 1 — 1 * _ ' 9 * S., 
- has | * p , 
= * * >” 
i - = 
n _ 
* 


- 4 . 
9 7 - * * 
* » = - 

_ of — 
1 - 
: — 240 
*. 7 \ 8. 

* . 
- 
. hs * 


ö @ 
\ = -_ . 
— : \ * 
o ey - 1 
- - : 
4 4 os 
| 5 , it 
o 4 0 * 1 2 
— 0 | l * = 
0 . *. _— - * - 
* - - oy v5 of * — 
4 > 5 2 * - %.4 \ 
* - 


* 
* 
LY 
4 
- 
: 
* 
Z 
- 
* , 
= #- 
9 * 
— 
* 
* 7 
I 
. 
* - 
* 
> 
£ 


SERMON I. 


RoMans x. 13. For whoſoever ſhall call upon the 


name of the Loxp ſhall be ſaved. 


SOME things in the writings of the apoſ- 
tle Paul are difficult to be underſtood. That is, they re- 


quire cloſe application, and diligent attention, to be thor- 


oughly known. The apoſtle Peter ſays, Even as our 
beloved brother Paul alſo, according to the wiſdom giv- 
en unto him, hath written unto you; as alſo in all his 


epiſtles, ſpeaking in them of theſe things; in which are 
ſome things hard to be underſtood, which they that are 


unlearned and unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the other 
ſcriptures, unto their own deſtruction. But the words 
of our text are not among thoſe hard or difficult things; 
they are very plain and obvious. A ſmall degree of at- 


_ tention, with an honeſt heart, will give us the right un- 


derſtanding of them ; and the unlearned as well as the 
learned may clearly know their meaning. 
The apoſtle, in this tenth chapter to the Romans, 
is removing the objections which had ariſen, and might 
afterwards ariſe, againſt the doctrines of grace, or the 
terms on which free grace is offered tor loſt men. The 
offers of grace, he ſhows us, were brought down to the 


loweſt 
Doctor Hanno, and others after him, conſider this paſſage 
2. Pet. 3. 15, 16.) to be parallel with that 6. 60. Where the Jews 
id to Chriſt Thi: is an bard aying ; who can hear # /* But the words - 
learned and unſtable imply, that, inſtead of a unſettled way of read- 
ing, it requires laborious attention, and by the t ſkilful readers, to in» 
* 
4 


gate, clearly, ſome things in the writings of the apoſtle Paul. 


* 


4 The Duty and Importance 


loweſt terms, or made to ſinful men on the moſt reaſona- 
ble and ſuitable conditions which could be deſired. See 
in verſes 4——12. For Moſes deſcribeth the right- 
eouſneſs which is of the law, That the man which doeth 
thoſe things ſhall live by them. But the rightcouſneſs 
which is of faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thine 
heart, Who ſhall aſcend into heaven ? that is, to bring 
Chriſt down from above ; or, Who ſhall deſcend into 
the deep ? that is, to bring up Chriſt again from the 
dead: But what faith it? The word is nigh thee, even 
in thy month, and in thy heart ; that is, the word of 
faith, which we preach. That if thou ſhalt confeſs with 
thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved. For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is 
made unto ſalvation. For the ſcripture faith, Whoſo- 
ever believeth on him ſhall not be aſhamed. For there 
is no difference between the Jew and the Greek : for the 
ſame Lord over all js rich unto all that call upon him.” 

. Thus the goſpel, inſtead of commanding us to work 
impoſſibilities, propoſes ſalvation, on theſe indulgent and 
gracious conditions, F thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth 
the Lord Feſus, and ſbalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. The 
argument to eſtabliſh theſe leading, and ſome of the 
principal doctrines of grace, is the words of our text. 
For whoſoever ſhall call upon the name of the Lomb ſhall 
be ſaved. _ | „ 
Saint Paul here quotes a paſſage from the prophecy 
of Joel. And it ſhall come to paſs, hat whoſoever 
ſhall call upon the name of the Loxp ſhall be deliver- 
ed: for in mount Zion and in Jeruſalem ſhall be deliv- 
erance, as the Loxp hath ſaid, and in the remnant whom 
the Lonp ſhall call,'* Saint Peter, in his diſcourle at 

the day of Pente eites theſe words of the prophet, 
and conſtrues N as they ſtand in our test, ap- 

4 plying 

Chap. 2. 32. 
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plying them to that day, or to the early days of the goſ- 
pel.“ But the prophet Joel, in the chapter from which 
the above words are taken, is foretelling, in very mov- 
ing expreſſions, the great and awful deſtruction of Jeru- 
falem ; the laſt deſtruction, which was effected by the 
Roman army, under Titus, about forty years after the 
crucifixion of Chriſt. * And I (GOD) will ſhew won- 
ders,“ ſays he, in the heavens and in the earth, blood, 
and fire, and pillars of fmoke. The ſun ſhall be turned 
into darkneſs, and the moon into blood, before the great 
and the terrible day of the LoxD come.'F The Sav- 
tour, ſpeaking of the ſame event, ſays, * And there ſhall 
be figns in the ſun, and in the moon, and in the ſtars ; 
and upon the earth diſtreſs of nations.*}—* For in thoſe 
days ſhall be affliftion, ſuch as was not from the begin- 
ning · of the creation which God created unto this time, 
neither ſhall be.'$—* For theſe be the days of ven- 
Reance, that all things which are written may be ful- 
Il) beſe things were threatened to the great body of 
the Jews as well as to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. 
And for their horrid impiety in crucifying the Lox p of 


glory, they were, as hiſtory aſſures us, actually viſited . 


with theſe days of vengeance. But when, to human ap- 
pearance, there was no poſſible way of eſcape, from the 
famine, peſtilence, or ſword ; or from the power of the 
Roman army, every one who called upon the name of 
the Lord made his eſcape. Every one who prayed with 
a pure heart to Chriſt Jeſus was delivered. Every dear 
child of God, according to the beſt accounts we have, 
had his /ife given him as a prey; and was delivered in a 
miraculous manner, as Chriſt foretold. In that night 
there ſhall be two men in one bed ; the one ſhall be ta- 
ken, and the other left. Two women ſhall be grinding 
together ; the one ſhall be taken, and the other left. 
Two men ſhall be in the field; the one ſhall be taken, 

8 in Act: I. alſo wh . T , 
712 21. 12 ; 5 ren 1 * one gh wo” 
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and the viber' left.“ In that eventful moment, Jeſus 


reſcued his clect, as the angel reſcued Lot out of Sod- 


om. 

This deliverance from temporal deſtruction was a 
promiſe of deliverance from eternal deſtruction. The 
ſalvation here promiſed, to be beſtowed in this world, 


_ was a ſure pledge of that ſalvation reſerved in heaven, 


for all thoſe -who call upon the name of the Lord. 


Therefore, our apoſtle improves this awful event of 


providence, to ſhow us how intereſting i it is for every one 
to call upon his name; as this duty is connected with 
eternal ſalvation. 

- What now lies before us is, 1. To inquire what 
is hive meant by calling upon the name of the Lord. 
2. Some deſcription of the falvation here promiſed. 
3- To make improvement of the ſame. Let us then, 

I. Inquire what is meant by calling upon the name 


of the Lord. This will naturally lead to the following 


particulars. But here it may be remarked, the preſent 
object is to make things plain, to the underſtanding of 
children. Therefore, 


I. To ſcekthe Lord, pray to him, or call upon his 


name, ſo as to be heard and anſwered by him, it is ne- 
ecflary. for us to know whom the Lord is. It is neceſſary 


40 have ſome rational conviction of the character of the 


true God. Some right knowledge of his Being, and 
ns. There are thoſe who call upon they know 


not What. The people at Athens, of whom we read in 


Acts xvii. 16—23. prayed to the unknown gad. They 
had an altar with this inſcription, © To, THE UNKNOWN 
oo: whom they ignorantly worſhipped. Chriſt ſaid, 
to the woman of Samaria, Ye worſhip ye know not 
what ; we know what we worſhip, for ſalvation is of 


the Jews.“ The prophets of Baal, in the days of Eli- 


Jabs called on that god of whom they were wholly igno- 
They uſed certain words, or names; they cried 


out 3 0 TT us. But they knew not 


whom 
* Luke 27. 34, 35, 36 + John 4 23. t r. Kings 18. 26. 
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whom their god was, where he was, or what he was do- 
ing. This, by way of contraſt, ſhows us how neceſſary it + 
is when we pray to the one true God, that we have ſome 
underſtanding of what we fay. If we make uſe of his 
facred names, or titles, which we find in the holy ſcrip- 
tures, we muſt know what they mean. It is not merely 
for us to be able to pronounce thoſe words, the ſacred 
titles of Jehovah, and pronounce them diſtinctly, with a 
becoming voice, but we muſt underſtand the meaning of 
thoſe words. We muſt kngw whom our God is; where he 
is, and what he is doing. And verily he is every where. 
Do not I fill heaven and earth? faith the Lord. Can 
any hide himſelf in ſecret places, that I ſhould not ſee 
him? faith the Lord.“ He has neither beginning of 
days, nor end of life. An infinite, eternal, and un- 
changeable Being. Having unlimited knowledge, all 
poſſible power, and boundleſs goodneſs or love. The 
goodneſs of God endureth contimually.'F O how 
great is thy goodneſs ”f © He loves righteouſneſs and 
hates iniquity, to an infinite degree. Could we figure 
in our minds the moſt deſirable character of a parent; 
one who is wiſe, faithful, kind, and able to do for us; 
and could we heighten or magnify this character, apply- 
ing of it at the ſame time to a mere creature, or to an 
earthly parent, ſtill it falls infinitely ſhort of divine per- 
fection. But ſhould we go to an carthly parent, or 
ſhould we go to an earthly prince with a petition for ſome 
ſpecial favour, and ſhould we addreſs him by ſome wrong 
name, ſome contemptible name, and the miſtake that 
moment be detected, how ſhould we be diſconcerted ? 
But ſhould we addreſs this prince by his proper title, at 
the ſame time have a wrong or mean opinion of him, and 
the thoughts of our hearts, the fame inſtant, be difcov- 
ered, how ſhould we be confounded ? How then is it 
ſible for us to pray, acceptably, to the Supreme Be- 
g, while we entertain a wrong opinion of him? But 
there are innumerable conſiderations which ſhow us the 
_ ©» impoſibilicp 


.  Jerew, 33. a4. f Pl 42. f 3, 19. 
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impoſſibility of drawing near to God by prayer, unleſs 
we know him, or have ſome proper ln of his 
| 2. To call upon the name of the Lord in a becom- 
ing manner, as the goſpel requires; we muſt be atten- 
tive, our minds taken up, devout, and engaged in the 
1A Otherwiſe we are guilty of mockery before 
an holy God. Should children come to a parent with a 
- petition for ſome good thing, and ſhould they be care- 
leſs, idle, and trifle, at this ingerview ; the parent would 
at once ſuppoſe that either they were ignorant of what 
they aſked, or they did not deſire it; and they would 
only incur the diſpleaſure: of the parent. If a crimin- 
al ſhould go to his prince, 6r to the chicf authority, 
to beg for a pardon, to beg for his life ; and this 
} criminal ſhould be careleſs, ſtupid, and indifferent about | 
| it, would he, in this caſe, be likely to ſuccecd? How 


| highly ſuitable then is it, yea how necgſſary is it, when 
k we fupplicate the PAREN'T of the univerſe, we ſhould 
j be attentive and devout in the ſervice. When we ſtand 
i before an infinitely holy God, when we ſtand begging 
[ even for our lives, we ought, indeed, to feel that ſo- 
lemnity on our minds which is like death or the grave. 

[/ And when we ſee one of our dear fellow mortals paſs 
| into eternity, this may teach us what reverence and dread 
ought to fill our ſouls when we cry unto the Lord for /a/- 
vation. This does not, however, conſiſt in disfguring 
the face, or in bowing down the head like a bulruſh ; nei- 
ther does it conſiſt in an affected unnatural tone of voice; 
dut with joyful hearts, and with our whole fouls, we 


= 


ought to lift up our deſires to heaven. | 
3. To the right performance of this ſacred duty, it 
is eſſential for us to ſee our necgſſity. So long as we 


do not ſee our entire helpleſs, undone condition, we ſhall 

not be diſpoſed to call upon the Lord for help. When 

we believe we cannot poſſibly ſave ourſelves, we are ſo 

far grim to Jook to him who alone is able to ſave us. 
* 


. . ————— ——— wwT- — — om 


that be hole need not a phyſician, but they that 
| | are 


„ EE. EX o A id 
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are-ſick.'* . They alſo who imagine themſelves to be 
whole will not apply to a phyſician. The church at La- 
odicea imagined themſelves to be rich, and increaſed with 
goods, and to have need of nothing.} But the Holy 
Ghoſt declared their caſe to be directly the oppoſite. As 
a neceſſary preparation, therefore, for us to beg of the 
Father of mercies for relief, we muſt view ourſelves to 
be-* wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked.“ We muſt ſee our fin to be of ſuch a nature as 
makes us infinitely indebted to divine juſtice. That we 
cannot, of conſequence, atone for the leaſt offence. And 
we mult not only view ourſelves as being utterly unable 
to make ſatisfaction to divine juſtice ; not only wretched, 
miſerable, and poor, but alſo blind and naked. Having 
no ſpiritual diſcernment, no thirſt or deſire after the beau- 
ty of holineſs ; in this ſenſe, utterly unable to diſcern 
the excellency of falvation, and to lay hold of it, unlefs 
the mind is enlightened and directed by divine grace. 
It is as ſuitable, even as neceſſary, for loſt ruined men to 
pray for divine illumination, defire and thirſt after right- 
couſneſs, as it was for the man born blind to pray to 
Chriſt, that his bodily eyes might be opened. 
4. Theſe things bring into view the neceſſity, as 
well as the infinite fulneſs of the atonement. To draw 
near to God by prayer, and enter into the holigſt by the 
blood of Feſus only, is a doctrine clearly eſtabliſhed in the 
bible. The neceſlity of the facrifice of Chriſt's blood, 
is one moſt eſſential article to be realized, in approaching 
the throne of mercy : That a guilty ſinner cannot ſtand 
before the Holieſt of all except it be by virtue of a Me- 
:diator.”” The infinite power and ability of Chriſt Jeſus 
to fave mult alſo be realized; for, otherwiſe, how can 
the loſt ſinner call upon him? Nebuchadnezzar threat- 


ened Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- nego; to caſt them 


alive into the midſt of a burning fiery furnace; unleſs 
they fell down, and worſhipped the golden image, which 
he had ſet up. When Nebuchadnezzar gave out this 
. =. awful 
Matt. 9, 12. f Rev. 3. 17. 
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awful threatening to theſe men, he ſaid, © Who is that 
God that ſhall deliver you out of my hands? But theſe 
men anſwered and ſaid to the king, O Nebuchad- 
nezzar, we are not careful to anſwer thee in this matter. 
If it be /, our God whom we ſerve, is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace. Chriſt is © able to 
fave them to the uttermoſt, that come unto God by him, 
ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them.“, 
How great ſoever our iniquities may be, he is able to de- 
liver us, and, if we call upon him acceptably, he will de- 
liver us from their*juſt puniſhment. We hear David 
lifting up his heart in theſe words, For thy name's 
fake,” O Lord, pardon mine iniquity ; for it is great.“ 
Who can deſpair in the © everlaſting righteouſne/5? of the 
Son of God ? But unleſs men believe this, how is it poſ- 
fible for them to call upon the true God and Saviour ? 
But Chriſt is able to give hungering deſires after right- 
eouſneſs, where there is the greateſt oppoſition to it. 
This is our ſure foundation of hope; and may, alſo, em- 
bolden us at the throne of grace. The power of the 
Redeemer to fave, from fin and death, very convincing- 
ly appears, from the prayer he offered up when he was 
expiring on the croſs. 

Mis Again, when we call upon the name of the Lord, 

we muſt believe Chriſt to be willing and ready to fave 
them who come unto God by him. A very affecting 
paſſage we have in Ifai. i. 18. which ought to have its 
due weight, although we may hear it ever ſo often. 
Come now and let us reaſon together, faith the Lord: 
though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as 
ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wool.“ And Matt. vii. 7. Aſk, and it ſhall be given 
you : feek, and ye ſhall find: knock, and it ſhall be 
opened unto: you.“ How can ſinners hear theſe moſt 
kind moving expreſſions, then feel in their hearts as 
though Chriſt was unwilling to ſave them. Not only his 
power to ſave, but his infinite freedom or willingneſs is 


» Dani, 3. 15, 17. #+ Heb. 7. 25. f Pal. 25. it. 
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"4 
manifeſt by his prayer on the croſs. If we do not be- 
leve in this ſo important a part of the character of the 
Saviour, we cannot pray to him; but muſt, if we pray 
at all, pray to ſome other being. But however ſinners 
may perſuade themſelves that Chyiſt is unwilling to fave 
them, even if they come unto him, yet the unwilling- 
neſs, the evil, is certainly in their own breaſts. * The 
Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that 
call upon him in truth. T The Lord is nigh unto them 
that are of a broken heart; and ſaveth ſuch as be of a 
contrite ſpirit. T | | | 

5. To call upon the name of the Lord ſo as to 
be heard, we muſt have true love for what we ſeek. 
Perſons often ſeek things which they have no reliſh or 
love for. They would, if poſſible, get along and do 
without them ; but as they find it impoſſible, they yield 
to things exceeding loathſome. Thus perſons will con- 
ſent to a medicine, a moſt bitter pill, rather than die, or 
de worn down with diſtreſſing ſickneſs. This is defiring 
the medicine, or ſeeking the object for the end which it 
anſwers, and not for the deſirableneſs of the object it- 
ſelf; yea the bitter pill, in itſelf conſidered, is not the 
object ſought, but recovery from ſickneſs is the deſirable 
object. Therefore, when perſons ſeek ſalvation from 
miſery only, this being their ultimate object, they have 
no true love for, geither do they ſeek the falvation 
offered in the goſpel. The apoſtle James ſays, Ye 
aſk, and receive not, becauſe ye alk amiſs, to conſume 


it upon your luſt.“ f The falvation offered in the goſ- 


pel is an holy and heavenly ſalvation; a deliverance from 
fin as well as from miſery ; and muſt be ſought as 
ſuch. - Let him that is athirſt come: and whoſoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely.“ 

6. To offer unto God that prayer which is well 
pleaſing to him, is to draw near to him as children to a 


father; it is the ſame as to cry, Abba, 3 


® Pal. 148. 18 and 4. 18. | Chap. Rev. 2%. If. 
. 3 + Chap. 4. 3. 
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This implies filial affe&ion, or holy reverential love to 
him ; at the ſame time, the higheſt ſatisfaction in ap- 
proaching his awful preſence. And this is loving him, in 
ſome meaſure, according to the obligation men are un- 
der, and accordingly s the real character of the heav- 
enly Father requires. But it is impoſlible to love the 
true God, unleſs we love infinite goodneſs. It is impoſ- 

fible to Jove him, unleſs we love the truth. Is it a truth 
that he is a Being infinitely more valugble than we our- 
felves are; a Being of infinite amiableneſs, excellency, 
and glory ; we muſt, to love him, love this truth. 

Therefore we muſt love him becauſe he is truly, God. 

Short of this love, our prayers cannot reach him ; nei- 
ther, without this love, do we pray to the Father, and 
fountain of all bleſſedneſs. 

But the Saviour has decided the point ; we cannot 
love God unleſs we deny ourſelves.* Men are naturally 
© lovers of their own ſelves. f Self is {et up as the ſu- 
preme object of value, or of love. Herein is the great 
and only fin of fallen men; all fin originates from this . 
ſource, or this is ſin itſelf. If we regard this, the ſum 
of all miquity, in our hearts ; the Lord will not hear our 
prayer.“ The heart, therefore, to go to God, muſt 
go out of elf. Selfabaſement, ſelf loathing, and con- 
trition of ſpirit ; while the whole ſoul is centering in 
God, thirſting and panting after him, as the only ob- 
jet of delight ; theſe e are £ fervent breathings of that 
prayer which aſcends up as incenſe. 

But this love'to our heavenly Father includes love 
to our neighbour as to ourſelves. A true _ of de- 
votion includes love to our neighbours, even love to our 

enemies, in an eminent ſenſe. © When ye ſtand, pray- 
ing, forgive, if ye have ought againſt any : that your 
Father alſo which is in heaven may forgive you your treſ- 
paſſes. But if you do not forgive, neither will your 


Father which is in n heaven, forgive your treſpaſſes. >, 
7, To 


* Matt. x6. 24. and 10. 37. + . 2. 
} Pal. 66, 18. & Mark 11. 25, 26. 
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7. To complete the duty of prayer, the honour of 
God is one principal object; yea this involves all others. 
The honour of his ſacred Majeſty ought to be our ulti- 
mate obſect in every thing we do; eſpecially in our de- 
vout exerciſes of calling upon his holy name. Here it 
is to be remarked : The happineſs of his choſen people, 
his dear church and kingdom, is inſeparably connected 
with his own infinite honour. In other words : To ad- 
vance their happineſs, is, at once, to promote his own 
glory. But when children come to their earthly parents, 
bringing their petition, with that yielding affectionate 
temper their ſubordinate {tation and endearing connection 
requires, they certainly prefer the honour of their par- 
ents, and the welfare of the family, to their own individual 
good. How much more ought we to aim, with ſingle- 
neſs of heart, at his glory and the good of his kingdom, 
when we ſupplicate the Governor of the world, and the 
Father of the univerſe ? But if our own honour, or our 
own private intereſt, is the governing object, we do no 
better, that is, in the eye of omniſciency, and merely as 
to the exerciſes of the heart, than if we prayed to gra-. 
ven images. Therefore, Chriſt has taught us, by exam. 
ple, to leave all our petitions in the hands of divine wif. 
dom; to be managed according to the glory of his grace. 
© Not my will, but thine, be done. This, alſo, includes 
longing deſires for the ſalvation of ſinners, and for the 
proſperity of Zion. The foul breaking out in this lan- 
guage : <* Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. N 

A conſideration very eſſential indeed, which may 
ever give m_ and acceſs in calling upon the name of 
the Lord, is, that he has commanded this duty; and de- 
elared that it tends to promote his glory, here on earth. 
What truth can be plainer, in the holy ſeriptures, than 
that God commands all men, every where, to pray unto 
him? Thus by the propbet Iſaiah: Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is 

car. 
„Luke 22. 42 + Matt. 6. 10 | 
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14 The Duty and Importance 
near. Let the wicked forſake his way, and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts; and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and- to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.'* And by the 
apoſtle, in the name of his great Maſter : I exhort 
therefore, that firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, inter- 
ceſſions, and giving of thanks be made for all men.'— 
<* 1 will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up 
holy hands, without wrath and doubting.'F Chriſt ſays, 
Men ought always to pray, and not to faint. But 
the command for all men to pray, is made moſt ſacred 
and binding, as this awful threatening is annexed to the 
negle& of it. Pour out thy fury upon the heathen 
that know thee not, and upon the families that call not 
on thy name.'S What, therefore, God commands, we 
are aſſured, tends to promote his own honour. Further- 
more,- prayer, throughout the bible, is mentioned as one 
of the leading duties which the Moſt High takes pleaſ- 
ure in; as fuited, peculiarly, to advance the honour of 
his name. Prayer is the ſame as praiſe. Prayer is an 
- edourof ſweet ſmell. Prayer is as incenſe before the 
throne of God, and tends to promote his glory among 
men. The Lord, by the prophet, to make it evident 
ſhould afterwards fill the earth, ſays, 
© From the riſing of the ſun, even unto the going down 
of the ſame, my name fball be great among the Gentiles ; 
and in every place incenſe ſhall be offered unto my name, 
and a pure offering. But what humble boldneſs does 
this give? How may we, as children to an earthly par- 
ent, come to the heavenly Father? How may we cry, 
Abba, Father? What joy may fill our ſouls, that the 
ſervice itſelf is well pleaſing to him! And O what heav- 


enly raptures, and aſtoniſhment, that God can be glori- 
fied by duſt and pollution ! 
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premiſes? made in the goſpel. But when believers plead 
theſe promiſes for the proſperity of Zion, and peace of 
Jeruſalem, they likewiſe plead the divine glory to be de- 
clared. -In this way the dear people of God wreſtle with 
him, as Jacob did. The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.“ Every one prays this 
effectual fervent prayer, when he prays with ſingleneſs 
of heart to the divine honour. 

+ Here it may be remarked: We may ſeck, yea it is 
our indiſpenſable duty to ſeek to the heavenly Father for 
our daily bread, and for the comforts we receive 
moment. He is well pleaſed with an acknowledgement 
of our entire and conſtant dependance upon him. He 
EE to them that 
aſk him.“ | 

While aiming ultimately at the glory of God, we 
feel our neceſſity of praying this prayer, Lead us not 


into temptation ; but deliver us from evil: ! For God 


only is able to keep us from fin. He alone can order our 
outward circumſtances ſo as the wickedneſs of our hearts 
may be reſtrained. © The way of man is not in him- 
ſelt : it is not in man that walketh to direct his ſteps.'$ 
But the Lord can direct them. A man's heart deviſ- 
eth his way: but the Lord directeth his ſteps. ] What- 
ever a man may reſolve or intend, it is the Lord who di- 
recteth his way. When we fee the blindneſs, pride, 
and malignity of our hearts, we then ſee the neceſſity 
of caſting ourſelves on him who is able to keep us. 
If we have the leaſt degree of love to the glory of 
God, we are wonnded at the thought of wounding his 
bleſſed cauſe. Therefore, conſidering our own weak- 
neſs, our native proneneſs to iniquity, we muſt con- 
ſtantly feel our neceſſity of praying that we might be ſe- 
cured from temptation, or ſupported and delivered when 
we fall into temptation. It is impoſſible to pray the 
® James's. 16. + Matt, 7. 1. f Matt 6 13. 
$ Jerem. 10. 23. J Prov. 16. 9. | 
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prayer taught us in the bible, anleſs we are engaged to 
plead with our heavenly Father that he would order 
things kindly for us in his holy providence ; and enable 
us to regulate our outward conduct, in a meaſure, a- 
greeably to his own honour. What things are beſt for 
us, we cannot foreſee ; what particular trials we can 
beſt endure, ought to be left with infinite wiſdom. This 
we have as a general example, for which the ſoul devot- 
ed to God is never at any loſs to pray. Give me nci- 
ther poverty nor riches ; feed me with food convenient 
for me ; I be full, and deny thee, and fay, Who is 
the Lord ? or leſt I be poor, and ſteal, and take the 
name of my God in vain.* | | 
But a nge eye tothe honour of Jehovah includes 
a ſpirit of gratitude to him, A grateful, thankful diſ- 
poſition, is the fame as ſupreme regard to the dignity of 
his character; or, theſe are fo cloſely connected they 
admit of no ſeparation. Neither of theſe devout exer- 
cifes can exiſt without the other. Rendering thanks to 
God is making a true, juſt ſtatement of his dealings to- 
wards us, as well as towards others of his rational crea- 
tures. But, can we have a ſingle eye to his honour, un- 
leſs we be inclined to do this? Again. Can we, from 
impartial views, be inclined to make an accurate, juſt 
ſtatement of all the divine conduct towards his creatures, 
eſpecially towards ourfelves, except we have a ſingle aim 
at his honour ? | | 
It is truly a plain caſe, that God is under no kind 
of obligation to us, for any meritorious act we have 
done. He has, through his own infinite pity to loſt 
men, promiſed to give to thoſe who aſk him; not for 
works of righteouſneſs, however, which we have done. 
His own eternal love has provided means, whereby he is 
under obligation to meet the humble defires of ſuch as 
Jeek him. Thus faith the Lord God, I do not this for 
your fakes, but for mine holy name's ſake. —Be aſham- 
ed and confounded for your own ways, O . If- 


Prov. 30. 8, 9. 
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rael.'* Whatever we receive, whatever we hope to re- 
ceive of him, certainly, ought to be viewed by us as a 
free gift. By grace are ye ſaved, through faith; and 
that not of yourſelves : it is the gift of God.“ f The 
mercy of the Lord implies good beſtowed on the unwor- 
thy, on his enemies. Are we diſpoſed to give the 
glory due to him, we are likewiſe diſpoſed to render un- 
to him thankſgiving, for all the mercies hitherto be- 
ſtowed. | | 
The apoſtle, as we have ſeen, unites in the ſame 
ſervice, -< Supplications, prayers, interceſſions, and giv- 
ing of thanks. He allo ſays, * In every thing give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus. ! Contin- 
ue in prayer, and watch in the ſame with thankſgiving. 
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let your requeſts be 
made known unto God.“ David ſays, © O give thanks 
unto the Lord ; call upon his name ; make known his 
deeds among the people.“ What can be plainer than 
the duty of thankſgiving ? Would we then give to our 
heavenly Father, the praiſe, the glory due unto him, by 
making. known his deeds among the people ; we may 
learn from theſe paſſages, and many others, that a fpirit 
of prayer always contains a ſpirit of thankſgiving : That 
we never call upon the name of the Lord aright, unleſs 
we are engaged to thank him for the abundance of his 
mercies. | 
Thankſgiving implies gladneſs of heart ; with glad- 
neſs of heart acknowledging the many tokens of grace 
towards us. Thankſgiving to God is rejoicing in him as 
our ſtrength and falvation. Divine truth aſſures us, It 
is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing 
praiſes unto thy name, O Moſt High: To ſhow forth 
thy loving-kindneſs in the morning, and thy faithfulneſs 
every night.“ f More eſpecially is-it a good thing to 
give thanks to the Moſt High in the W che 
| C nts, 


Fply 2. 8. f 2. Theſ. 5. 18. 
6. » Pal, 105. 1. 4 Pfal. 93. 1, 2. 


4 
* 
a7 

| 
| 

U 
24 


( 
f 
48 
'T 
bi 
4 
4 


8 The Duty and [mportatics 


faints, and praiſe him in the aſſembly of the upright. 
But there is no ſuch thing as prayer, in the true ſenſe of 
it, unleſs we ſend up joyful defires to heaven. If ve are 
not diſpoſed to acknowledge with joy, with gratitude, in 
our ſouls, the numberleſs tokens of grace we partake of, 
is it then poſſible we ſhould pray to the God of all grace ? 

When we ſtand praying for future good, provided 
we pray aright, we feel enlarged hearts to give thanks 
for good already received, as well as cheriſh humble 
and joyful hope of requiſtte grace hercafter. 

But to pretend to thank him for expected favours, 
while we wholly forget, and flight preſent and paſt fa- 
vours, is nothing but hypocritical flattery and phari- 
faical mockery. Surely the bleſſings we bave hither- 
to enjoyed, even were they diſconnected from eve- 
xy thing future, demand our thankſgiving. Notwith- 
ſtanding we have finned again/# heaven, notwithſtanding 
we have abuſed ſuch clear goſpel light, ſtill we are out 
of hell. Bleſſings more than we can count up have been 
poured upon us. Not in one ſingle inftance bas the 
great Parent above left us deſtitute of his goodneſs. 
How ought we to declare his glory among men ? How 
ought we to thank him? Eſpecially, when we call upon 
his name, our hearts, though hard as ſtone, may melt 
into gratitude before him. That his aſtoniſhing patience 
continues, that the way of eternal life is ſtill open be- 
fore us, is alſo no ſmall conſideration of gratitude. 
Furthermore. God is exalted upon. his throne of maj- 
eſty; above. principalities and powers; above every 
name which is named. He is the holy Majeſty of heav- 


on and earth. The heaven of heavens cannot contain 


him. He is the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 
only wiſe God. He dwells in light unapproachable, 
and full of glory. The bleſſed and only Potentate; the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords. The numberleſs 
hoſts above bow at his feet; and cry, Holy, holy, ho- 


ly is the Lord of hoſts : the whole earth is full of his 


glory. They aſcribe unto God and the Lamb, dens, 
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and glory, and wiſdom, and THANKSGIVING, and 
honour, and power, and might, forever and ever. Shall 
man then withhold his tribute of praiſe ? When we re- 
collect how the immaculate purity of divine juſtice might 
have been revealed, long before this time, in dooming us 
to everlaſting woe; what incomparable baſeneſs mult we 
be guilty of, if we do not join in accents of gratitude 
before the throne ? | 
God, in his wife providence, has ordered our cir- 
cumſtances, ſo as to excite us, with thankſgiving, to call 
upon him continually, Every evening, every morning, 
yea every moment our wants return. We are conſtant- 
ly expoſed to evils of various kinds. To ſickneſs, mangled 
limbs, broken bones, and death. Beſet on every fide 
with temptations ; or, in imminent danger of falling in- 
to divers temptations. What we ſhall meet with the 
next moment is a fecret to us. Hence David ſays, Tru- 
ly my ſoul waiteth upon God : from him cometh my ſal- 
vation. Truſt in him at all times ye people; pour out 
your heart before him.“ ; 
Things relating to time are objects of thankſgiving 
and prayer. Theſe are more fo, as they afford us means 
and opportunity to ſeek things eternal. But things 
ſpiritual, things divine, things eternal are the peculiar 
objects of prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks. 
We, therefore, hear the dear people of God praying 
for the peace of Jeruſalem. Giving thanks at the re- 
membrance of his holineſs. Travelling in birth for fin» 
ners, until Chriſt be formed in them, the hope of glo- 
ry. We hear them pleading, begging, wreſtling with 
| ings. which cannot be uttered, for the gift of the 
yp. Ghoſt. Their heart and fleſh crying out for the 


living God. Thanking him for the unſpeakable gift of 
his Son. For his abounding grace to a loſt world. Give, 
ing thanks to him upon every remembrance of Zion. 

ways, in every prayer, making requeſt with joy. 
Calling God to record, how greatly they long moon the 
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good of Zion, in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. © Giv- 
ing thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 
Who hath delivered us from the power of darkneſs, and 
hath tranſlated vs into the kingdom of his dear Son.'* 
To finiſh the preſent diſcourſe. We muſt, as has 
been noticed, ever keep in view the meritorious right- 
eouſneſs of Chriſt Jeſus. Unleſs we view this as lying 
at the foundation, the only mean of acceſs, our heaven- 
ly Father, inſtead of ſmelling a ſweet favour, will ab- 
hor our facrifice. It is only through the ſacrifice of his 
own beloved Son, God can condeſcend to invite ſinful 
men to call upon his name. And it is becauſe Jeſus ev- 
er lives to make interceſſion, that the prayers of his peo- 
ple are preſented, as incenſe, before God. And an- 
other angel came and ſtood at the altar, having a golden 
cenſer ; and there was given unto him much incenſe, 
that he ſhould offer it with the prayers of all faints up- 
on the golden alter which was before the throne. And 
the ſmoke of the incenſe, which came with the prayers 
of the ſaints, aſcended up before God out of the angel's 
hand.“ f Chriſt, the angel of the covenant, offers upon 
the golden altar ; he pleads his own blood ; there was 
given unto him much incenſe. He meets the humble ſup. 
plications of all ſaints, every one without exception, 
and preſents them to his Father, in his own name. But 
without the mediation of Chriſt, not one prayer, from 
| finful men, could ever reach heaven. As men have in- 
_ cured an infinite debt to divine juſtice, nothing ſhort of 
an infinite ſacrifice can be accepted in their behalf. And 
the moſt devout exerciſes of believers, while in this life, 
are intermixed with fin ; they have a body of death, from 
which they are never delivered, during time. The great 
high Priel alone can preſent their offerings, and that 
through the blood of his croſs. Hence, the importance of 
faith in Chriſt. The faith of the goſpel. Truſting, 
confiding, believing, and rejoicing in him "of 


* Colof. x. 12, 13. + Rev. 8. 3, 4. 
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and ſtrength. The whole ſoul united to him, with that 
love which death cannot overcome ; and becauſe he is 
an infinitely holy Saviour. In this manner, depending 
wholly on him to preſent our ſupplications to his Father. 
But what encouragement has every precious ſoul in 
this aſſembly, to call upon the name of the Lord? What 
humble boldneſs does this give, with thankſgiving, to 
make known our requeſts unto God ? Every humble de- 
fire, however feeble it may be, which aſcends to Chriſt, 
laying hold on his righteouſneſs ; Chriſt, the Angel of 
the covenant, meets it with a deſire infinitely ſtronger, 
and preſents it to the Father, in his own prevailing name. 
And the ſmoke of the incenſe, which came with the 
prayers of the faints, aſcended up before God out of 
the angel's hand.” This day, therefore, this moment, 
let us be exhorted to unite in prayer, with all the ſaints, 
that heaven may be filled with ſweet odours. Amen. 
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SERMON I. 


Romans x. 1 Rr beter ſhall call apon the 
name of the-Lozp ſhall be faved. 


AMONG other intereſting things, our 
tent has reference to the. abolition of typical ſacrifices. 
While theſe continued, the Jews were to bring their 
burnt-offerings, ſin-offerings, and thank-offerings ; their 
bullocks, lambs, and goats. They had a great variety 
of oblations, and burdenſome rites, to complete their 
ſervice. Their offerings were brought to the temple, 
preſented to the prieſt, and by him offered up. When 
the prieſt went into the holy place, to burn incenſe, 
© The whole multitude of the people were praying with-⸗ 
out,” or in the middle court.“ It was ſtrictly ordained 
That typical ſacrifices, at the temple, ſhould ever accom- 
pany their prayers. At the time of their evening and 
morning oblations, alſo at other ſtated ſeaſons of their 
Holy ſervices, the whole nation might join in prayer, and 
were under ſacred obligation ſo to do. Thoſe, who lived 
nigh, went up to the temple, at the hour of prayer. 
Thoſe, who lived at a diſtance from the temple, prayed 
at their own houſes, or at other convenient places. But 
if the daily facrifice, the lamb on the brazen altar and 
the incenſe on the golden altar, was omitted, or if the 
folemn yearly ſacrifices were omitted, through their neg- 
lect, their prayers then could not be accepted. All their 


S977; blations, 
© Luke x. 26. 3 ; 
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oblations, it is granted, were vain, when they regarded 
iniquity in their hearts. When they punctually per- 
formed the whole of their typical ſervice, and ſpread 
forth their hands to pray, and thoſe hands were fil of blood, 
the holy One of Iſrael abhorred their ſacrifice. Again: 
When they were guilty of wilful or careleſs omiſſions, 
as to their moſaical rites, it was faid unto them, Will a 
man rob God? yet ye have robbed me ; but ye fay, 
Wherein have we robbed thee ? in tithes and offerings. 
Le are curſed with a curſe: for ye have robbed me, 
even this whole nation.“ White the Jews continued in 
this criminal neglect, their payers could not be heard. 
Therefore, for their acceptance with God, typical 
facrifices, during that diſpenfation, neceffarily accom- 
panied their prayers. Our text refers to the prophet- 
ical promiſe, that, in the days of the goſpel, the ſum- 
ple ſervice of prayer, er calling upon the name of the 
Lord; without any ceremonial rite attending it, fhould 
find audience at the throne of grace. And not only at 
Jeruſalem, but from the riſing of the fun, even unto 
the going down of the ſame, incenſe may be offered to 
the name of Jeſus. 8 Sel 

The encouragement we have to the ſacred duty be- 
fore us, as we have ſeen, in the preceding diſcourſe, 
ariſes from the nature of it.—Some right knowledge of 
God; the mind filled with folemnity; a ſeuſe of our 
ruined. condition, and the demand divine: juſtice has 
againſt us for our utter wieneſs.; a ſenſe of the infinite 
fulneſs of Chriſt ; his ability and readineſs to fave ; the 
value of the good ſought ; the infimte amiableneſs 
of the object to whom. we ſeek ; the fatisfaftion” of 
loving our neighbours and forgiving our enemies; 
the propricty of fubmitting tu the divine will; the! ex. 
cellency of the divine glory, and the fublime joy it 
gives to aim whally at it; how gaod it is, withithankf.' 
giving, to make known our requeſts. nnto God; alſo a 
view of our great high. Prieſt, prefeatiog the 2 

4 Mal. 3. 8. 9. 
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all who ſeek him to his Father, in his own name. Theſe 
things give us moſt animating encouragement, in call. 
ing upon the name of the Lord, But there is an 
additional encouragement, if it be proper to uſe the 
term additional, There is an encouragement which im- 
mediately reſpects our own perſons. Wheſoever ſhall call 
upon the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. Perſonal re- 
ward, throughout the bible, is held up as a motive to 
all the duties of our holy religion. But the heart which 
is ſubdued, the contrite benevolent heart yields its own 
perſonal good to the advancement of the good of the 
whole ; viewing its own to be a finite ſubordinate good, 
but the glory of God and the happineſs of Zion ſur- 
paſſing all poſſible calculation. Therefore, it ſeeks its 
own individual good in connection with that of the whole; 
and as far as it ſees this would promote the honor of 
God, and no further. Without this lovE&to the divine 
glory and the happineſs. of the church, univer/al, there 
cannot be a ſpirit of grace and ſupplications. The 

II. Head of doctrine is, Some deſcription of the 
falvation here promiſed. 

It is well known that this ſalvation includes a de- 
liverance from all evil, whether moral, natural, or pe- 
nal; alſo, the higheſt ſtate of everlaſting happineſs in 
heaven. Therefore, | 

1. The promiſe is, Whoſoever ſhall engage in this 
important duty of prayer, or ſeeking God with a pure 
heart, he ſhall be ſaved from the reigning power and 
dominion of ſin. This is a great ſalvation. He, who 
ſees the infinite odiouſneſs of fin, who knows the plague 
of his own heart, knows this to be a great falvation in- 
deed. The promiſe is to the firſt act of ſeeking God; 
that he ſhall be ſecured, and forever ſecured from the 
entire dominion of fin. In the firſt act of ſeeking God 
the whole ſoul unites to him, this is implied in ſeeking 
kim, i. e. with the whole heart. The ſame moment there 
is a mutual covenant made between God and the return- 
ing ſinner ; this covenant is an everlaſting covenant, and 

| it 
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it forever ſecures the penitent ſinner from reigning en- 
mity to holineſs, or ſupreme love to fin. Loving ſin 
with ſupreme affection and delight, or with the whole 
ſoul, is the ſame as to be carnally minded, this the 
apoſtle calls death; but the oppoſite to this he calls 4% 
and peace. Agrecably to this Chriſt ſays to his diſci- 
ples, He that heareth my words, and believeth on him 
that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come 
into condemnation; but is paſſed from death unto life. 
— The hour cometh, and now is, when the dead ſhall 


hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear 


ſhall live.—All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come to 
me; and him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt 
out. And this is the will of him that ſent me, that ev- 
ery one that ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, ma 
have everlaſting life; and I will raiſe him up at the | 
day.“ f This life is not only promiſed to be perfected in 
them, at the laſt day; but it is now in them, and ſhall 
abide in them forever. Hath everlaſting life, and ſhall 
not come into condemnation. Could the renewed perſon 
fall from grace, or entirely loſe his affection towards 
divine objects, how could this be called everlaſting life ? 
Or how could it be ſaid he ſhall not come into condemna- 
tion? And could the believer fo apoſtatize as to become 
carnally minded, or dead in fin, how could Chriſt fay he 
would in no wiſe caſt him out? In this caſe he would be 
calt out; for he would not have the leaſt degree of ſelf- 
denial, and therefore could not be iſt's diſciple. 
Chriſt ſays again, My ſheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. And I give unto them eter- 
nal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
pluck them out of my hand. My Father which gave 


them me is greater than all; and none is able to pluck 


them out of my Father's hand. To explain this paſſ- 
age as ſome do, That they ſhall never periſh whi 
they continue in the love of God,” is uſing words with- 


out any meaning, It is 1. as ſaying, 1 ey 


* Rom. 8. 6, + John g. 24, 25 and 6. 37, 40. f John 10 27, 28, 29. 
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mall never die ſo long as they live, or while they live 
they ſhall live. But here is a mutual engagement of 
the Father and the Son. The Son promiſes, They ſhall 
ucver periſh, neither [hall any piuck them out of my hand; 
and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
Thus is the infinite faithfulneſs of the Father and Son 
pledged for their ſecurity. And this promiſe is to every 
one who hears the voice of Chriſt, and follows him. 
But could the behever ſo fall from grace as to have his 
conſcience defiled, and his heart hardened, like the unre- 
generate ; he would thea be entirely under the domin- 
ion of fin and ſatan; and therefore, in this ſenſe, pluck- 
ed out of the hand of Chriſt. The apoſtle John ſays, 
Fhere is a fin unto death. We know that whoſoever 
is born of God, ſinneth not, but he that is begotten of 
God, keepeth limfelf, and that wicked one toucheth 
him not.“ Whoſoever is born of God, fatan cannot 
move him to do deſpite unto the Spirit of grace, or to 
fin the ſin unto death, Neither can ſatan touch ſuch an 
one, or reach his heart, in the ſame manner as he can 
one who is not born of God. Our apoſtle ſays, God- 

ſorrow worketh repentance to ſalvation not to be re- 
pented of: but the ſorrow of the world worketh death. 
In the original Greek it is, Not repented of, inſtead of 
not to be repented of. From the connexion, as well as 
from the paflage itſelf, here is complete evidence that 
every one who ſorrows after a godly ſort, never after 
repents that he onee had that godly ſorrow. Which is 
ſufficient proof againſt falling from grace. For if the 
true penitent ſhould again become dead in fin, he would 
then repent of his former repentance ; yea, he would 
then deſpiſe evangelical repentance. But, it here ſtands 
in the ſacred page, Repentance to ſalvation not to be re- 
pented of. And if he ever could, or would, repent of 
it, could it then be called repentance to ſalvation ? 
| The behever may fall into groſs acts of wicked 
conduct. He may alſo fall into great darkneſs of mind, 
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through remaining corruption, and in a great meaſure 
loſe ſight of Chriſt. But when the Holy Ghoſt, by 
the inſtrumentality of the word, revives in his under- 
ſtanding the infinite amiableneſs of Chrilt's character, 
love, inſtantly or very ſoon, kindles up in his heart to- 
wards this character. And amidſt his greateſt tempta- 
tions, and aggravated acts of wicked conduct, there is 
no evidence from the bible, that he, deliberately and 
underſtandingly, deſpiſes the good work of the holy 
Spirit on the hearts of men. The enmity of the carnal 
heart is flain at regeneration, this enmity, inſtcad of ev- 
er reviving its full ſtrength again, is more or leſs dying 
daily; ſo that the believer never after has that ſame op- 
poſition to holineſs and delight in ſin which the unbe- 
liever has. The believer has an heart of fleſh inſtead 
of an heart of ſtone. - He is led, he is guided, he is 
perfuaded by the force of truth, and from delight in it. 
An heirt of fleſh is one that is alive ; one that ever has 
ſome pleaſing ſenſation towards divine objects, eſpecially 
when divine objects are brought into view, and divine 
truth enforced upon the conſcience. And the more di- 
vine truth is ſet home upon the conſcience, the more 
does the renewed heart yield to it, and rejoice in it. But 
the more divine truth is enforced upon the conſcience of 
the unregenerate, in the ſame proportion does his heart 
riſe againft it. A remarkable inſtance of this we have 
in the condudt of Peter and Judas. In the hour of temp- 
tation, and when Peter began to doubt, as it appears, 
whether Chriſt was the true Meſſiah or not, he denied 
him, even with an oath; but when the Lord turned 
and looked upon Peter, he remembered the word of 
the Lord, or had powerful conviction, and therefore 
went out and wept bitterly.'* But when Judas knew 
he had betrayed the innocent blood, he {till added fin to 
fin, he went and hanged him/elf.'F Chriſt ſaid to Peter, 
© I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.'} Im- 
plying that divine grace ſhould ſo uphold him 12 his 
Mitt. a6, 75. + Matt. 27. 4, . f Lake 23. 35. 
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faith and love ſhonld not be wholly loſt, or eraſed out 
of his mind. Hence it appears that the feelings of Pe- 
ter's heart were different, even when he denied his 
Lord, entirely different, as to their prevailing nature, 
from the feelings of the heart of the traitor. For Pe- 
ter was then in a ſtate of mind to be reaſoned with, or 
to feel the weight of divine truth, eſpecially when ap- 
Plied to his conſcience by the Holy Ghoſt, which could 
not be faid of Judas. | 
It is granted that believers, often times, through 
miſinformation and the weakneſs of their underſtandings, 
in conjunction with the remaining imperfection of their 
hearts, may act like unreaſonable mad men. But when 
the Lord takes them in hand, and rectiſies their judg- 
ments, their hearts more or leſs yield, until they finally 
fall at his feet. But of unbelievers it is faid, + When 
he flew them, then they ſought him, and they returned, 
and enquired early after God. And they remembered 
that God was their Rock, and the high God their Re. 
deemer. Nevertheleſs they did flatter him with their 
mouth, and they lyed unto him with their tongues.““ 
Between the heart which wholly reſiſts the force of di- 
vine truth as well as the awful corrections of Heaven, 
and the one which ſubmits, there is an infinite difference. 
Although believers may not always and inſtantaneouſly 
ſo far yield to the rod. of God, and to the powerful 
checks of conſcience, as to fall down into the duſt, yet, 
in this caſe, it appears that their hearts are always mov. 
ed in ſome degree; and that they are always on the way 
to a moſt cordial compliance. So that the difference be- 
tween the governing diſpoſition of believers and that of 
unbelievers is always as great as the difference is be. 
tween light and darkneſs. The heart ofgfleſh never 
can aſſume all the fame qualities as an heart of ſtone. 
If it could, then it would not be called an heart of 
fleſh. It could not then be faid that the heart of 
ſtone was taken away. If believers be ſome times a- 
| live, 
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lve,: then again totally dead, could the Spirit luſt againſt 
the fleſh ? Could the Spirit luſt againſt the fleſh when 
they are wholly under the dominion of fin ? The apoſtle 
Paul mentions the Spirit's luſting againſt the fleſh, as a 
 law,* a principle, which was reigning and abiding in 
him, without any ceſſation, during this life. And Chriſt 
ſays, Whoſoever drinketh of the water that I ſhall 
give him, ſhall never thirſt : but the water that I ſhall 
give him, ſhall be in him a well of water ſpringing up 
into everlaſting life. He ſhall never thirſt, as the un- 
regenerate do, after the pleaſures of fin. The carnal 
unrenewed man * drinketh iniquity like water ;*f that 
is, with the ſame boldneſs and ſatisfaction. But the re- 
newed perſon drinks it as he drinks poiſon ; or the law 
of his mind ſtands in oppoſition to it. This law is an 
active abiding principle. It all be in him a well of wa- 
ter ſpringing up into everlaſting life. John ſays, * The 
anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you: 
and ye need not that any man teach you ; but, as the 
ſame anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 
and is no lie; and even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall 
abide in him.'F This anointing which abideth in all 
true believers is the ſanctifying power of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And this implies that there is forever in them a living ac- 
tive principle of holineſs ; for it is here aſſerted of them, 12 
SHALL abide in him, (God the Son, alſo God the Father.) 
Chriſt fays again, to his diſciples, © Iwill pray the Father, 
and he ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may a- 
bide with you forever; Even the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, nei- 
ther knoweth him: but ye know him, for he dwelleth 
with you, and ſhall be in you.“ That he may abide 
with you forever, is parallel with, He dwelleth with 
and ſball be in you. Therefore, when the Holy Gfoſt 
takes up his abode in the hearts of men he is ever after, 
without any ceſſation, with them and in them; _— 
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them after his own image, and completing in them a 
living principle of holineſs. Chriſt here ſays, The 
world ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him ;* but of his 
own children he ſays, ye know him.“ Of courle, they 
always have, in ſome degree, and that which is infinite- 
Iy different from what the world have, a faculty of ſee- 
ing, 2 ſpirit of diſcernment as to divine objects; eyes 
to ſee, ears to hear, and an heart to underſtand. 

To theſe two laſt paſſages of ſcripture, or the doc- 
trine now ſtated from them, is oppoſed thoſe words of 
John, Whoſoever hateth his brother is a murderer ; 
and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life a- 
biding in him.“ And this compared to the conduct of 
David in the murder of Uriah. In anſwer to this. 
David was not guilty of the fame murder John is 
here deſcribing. This appears from the following 
things. (t.) John illuſtrates this crime of murder by the 
conduct of Cain in ſlaying Abel. When the Lord call- 
ed Cain to an account for this, he juſtiſied himſelf, and 
anſwered the Lord with an air of high contempt; but 
when the Lord, by his prophet, called David to an ac- 
count, he confeſſed his ſin, and put on all the marks of 
humility. Thus the difference between theſe two char- 
acters. It alſo appears from the xxxii. Pſalm, that Da- 
vid had, before Nathan came to him to reprove him for 
it, deep conviction and ſelf. abhorrence for this ſin. 
(2.) The murderer, John mentions, is the one who hat- 
eth his brother. Whoſcever hateth his brother is a mur- 
derer. This hatred he ſhows to be a deliberate, abid- 
ing, and perſevering principle of hatred; that which 
will conſtantly break out in acts of homicide, unleſs 
omnipotency reſtrains it. But David had not a de- 
liberate perſevering principle of malice againſt: his fel- 
low men. Although he was once in the courſe of his 
life taken by ſurpriſe, with the remains of malice 
which were ſtill unſubdued in him, yet this was not 
is governing diſpoſition. (3.) The murderer * 
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of is one who hates his brother, as Cain hated Abel; 
£ Becauſe his own works were evil, and his broth- 
er's righteous.*'* The murderer is a perſecutor ; and 
one who perſecutes his fellow men ſolely becauſe they 
are righteous, or more righteous than himſelf, This 
would not have been ſaid of David, not even in the a& 
of killing Uriah. (4.) The murderer, in this caſe, is 
one who gratifies his premeditated malice in the miſery 
of others. He will ſlay, he will ſpread havoc and death, 
if permitted, to anſwer no other end than to gratify his 
hatred to men. As Cain, who was of that wicked 
one, and flew his brother. And wherefore flew he 
him ? Becauſe his own works were evil, and his broth- 
er's righteous.” And the Lord had reſpect unto Abel, 
and to his offering : But unto Cain and to his offering 
he had. not reſpe&t.'F Like all other perſecutors, Cain 
envicd Abel's happineſs, and therefore gratified his 
malignant ſoul in Abel's death. But to gratify his 
malice in the death of Uriah, never entered David's 
heart. The ſacred paſſage is, No murderer hath eternal 
life abiding in him. But, it is here remarkable, the char- - 
acter of the murderer is firſt given. Therefore we muſt 
neceſſarily underſtand it, No murderer, or no man, of 
this deſcription. Hence it is plain that the murder- 
er ſpoken of is not every one who takes away the 
life of his fellow men unjuſtly ; neither are all acts de- 
nominated murder the murder here mentioned; neither 
can we conclude that this character applies to David. 
Chriſt ſays of the devil, He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth.“: - Chriſt ſays 
alſo, of the apoſtles, © There are ſome of you that 
believe not. For Jeſus knew from the beginning who 
they were' that believed not, and who ſhould betray him. 
Have not I choſen you twelve, and one of you is a dev- 
il?'§5 A ſpirit of envy, malice, and perſecuting mad- 
neſs conſtantly reigned in the heart of Judas, from the 
beginning of his apoſtleſhip ; and only waited an op- 
B rtunit 
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a Fro diſcover itſelf, Whoever carefully reads 
ohn's firſt Epiſtle may ſee this, and no other, to be 
the murderer he intends to illuſtrate. 

More attention has been paid to this particular 
head of doctrine, becauſe it lies at the foundation of all 
that is compriſed in the ſalvation promiſed in our text. 
Salvation from ſin is the beginning of SALVATION. 
Salvation from fin is a ſure pledge that this SAL- 
VATION, by the grace of God, will be conſummated. 
But how great is this ſalvation, to be ſaved from the ab- 
ſolute dominion of fin ? To have our native enmity lain; 
our avarice and pride laid in the duſt ; our malice fub- 
dued ; the power of ſin broken in us, and dying daily; 
and to be ſecured, forever ſecured from deadneſs in fin, 
or complete oppoſition to holineſs ; alſo to be going on 
to a ſtate of perfect holineſs and fulneſs of divine love; 
Is not this among the marvellous works of God? There. 
fore, whoſoever ſhall call upon the name of the Lord, 
as the goſpel requires, ſhall receive a reward to his own 
perſon, a reward of grace, a free gift, which is beyond 
all human or creature ealculation. bY. 

2. Whoſoever ſhall call upon the name of the 
Lord, the promiſe is, ſhall be ſaved from living in open 
ſcandalous acts of wickedneſs. The interceſſion of Chriſt 
to his Father, left on record, implies a promiſe. And 
thus Chriſt intercedes: Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name thoſe whom thou haſt given me. I pray thee 
not that thou ſhouldeſt take them out of the world, but 
that thou ſhouldeſt keep them from the evil.“ This in- 
cludes the moſt ſacred promiſe that, among other things, 
they ſhall be kept from ſcandalous acts, as well as from 
fatal deluſions. David, once in his whole life, for his 
ſhameful conduct, becomes the ſong of the drunkards ; 
while others not only indulge themſelves freely, all their 
days, in enormous crimes, but even glory in their own 
ſhame. It is wholly through the interceſſion of Jeſus, 
through divine grace, that David and all other believ- 
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ers are kept from living in diſgraceful acts of fin. But thoſe 
who call upon the name of the Lord have his facred prom- 
iſe for their ſecurity. Through their own neglect of watch- 
ns and praying without ceaſing, they are left, in rare 
inſtances, to fall into wickedneſs; yet the promiſe is, 

when they fall they ſhall riſe again. The ſteps of a 
good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth 
in his way. Though he fall, he ſhall not be utterly caſt 
down : for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand.“ A 
juſt man falleth ſeven times, and riſeth up again : but 
the wicked ſhall fall into miſchief.'F David kiſſes the 
rod of God, turns at his reproof, humbles himſelf by 
faſting, afterwards walks ſoftly all his days ; in this way 
he wipes off the reproach he had caſt upon religion, in 
the matter of Uriah. And after he is recovered from 
his fall he has a more deep ſenſe how he was ſhaper in 
iniquity, alſo a more firm reliance on grace alone. In 
this way holy David riſes again, and in this way all other 
believers riſe again. How great then is the reward to 
every one who calls upon the name of the Lord? 

3. He has the promiſe of being ſaved from ſinking 
into darkneſs and deſpair under the corrections of di- 
vine providence. As a trial of his faith, and to learn 
his dependence on free grace, he may be left to imagine 
all theſe things are againſt him. "This gloom: of night, 
however, will ſoon brighten into day. Weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.'$ 
And truly, while th wicket can find no reſt, while they 
are toſſed like the troubled ſea, to be borne on the beams 
of light above the flood, to be ſupported with a view of 
the excellency and glory of the divine governtmakt, may, 
Emphatically, be called /a/vation.  - 
4. He ſhall be ſaved from the ſting of death, which 
pierces the wicked through with many ſorrows. 0 
death, where ir thy ſting? O grave, where it thy vic- 
tory f ? Thanks be to God,” which giveth us the — 
throngh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. *l 
E 5. He 
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5. He has the great and precious promiſe of being 
faved from everlaſting deſtruction. The deſtruction fore- 
told by Chriſt, and aMhiſtory informs us, which was 
executed upon the Jews, in thoſe days of vengeance re- 
ferred to in onr text, was only a type of this deſtruction. 
Thoſe famines, peſtilences, robberies, murders, and al- 
faſtnations among themſelves ; with the whole power of 
the Roman army treading them down as the mire of the 
ſtreets, making the whole land as a deſolate wilderneſs, 
and filling Jeruſalem with carnage and death; all this 
was only a ſhadow of that deſtruction which awaits the 
ungodly, and from which he who calls upon the name 
of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. While the wicked, there- 
fore, ſink down to hell, the praying perſon is taken to 
heaven. | 

6. At the day of judgment, his body ſhall be ſav- 


ed from corruption. It ſhall be raiſed out of the duſt, 
and made like the glorified body of Jeſus. Both ſoul 


and body ſhall be made complete in glory. And when 
the wicked are curſed and ſent away into endleſs woe, he 
fhall be welcomed, with the numberleſs hoſt of faints 
and angels, to the everlaſting kingdom of God the 
Father. In this ſtate of bleſſedneſs, They ſhall hunger 
no more, neither thirſt any more. And God ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes, and there ſhall be no 
more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall 


there be any more pain; for the former things are paſl- 


ed away. Tf. | | 
7. All ſpiritual good things are included in this ſal- 


mas He ſhall be delivered from ſin as well as from 


pain. And, while the wicked are given up to be tor. 
mented with the malignity of their own hearts, be 
ſhall be made complete in holineſs; and he ſhall in- 
creaſe in the fulneſs of divine love and perfect enjoy- 
ment of God forever. He that overcometh ſhall in- 
herit all things; and I will be his God, and he {hall be 


my ſon. f He ſhall dwell in, God, and God dwell in 


him. Such encouragement is given to every one who 
will call upon the name of the Lord. What remains is, 
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II. The improvement. And, | 

1. We hence ſee the condeſcenſion of the great 

and infinite God, who gives us leave to call upon him, 

and free acceſs to him at all times. We are but duſt and 

aſhes. We are wholly polluted with fin. God is the ho- 

ly One of Iſrael, and he © humbleth him/eff to behold the 

things that are in heaven.* But this may ever remind 
us of our need of a Mediator. 

2. We ſee the importance of ſtudying the holy 
{criptures, thereby to learn the true character of Deity, 
and of the Mediator; fo as not to call upon an unknown 

Our minds are naturally blind, ſtupid, and alien» 
ated from God ; ſtrongly inclined after tome wrong 
notion as to his character. The holy ſcriptures are giv- 
en, as a mean, to cure theſe wrong notions, rectify our 


judgments, and give us right knowledge of the divine 
Being. The holy ſcriptures are able to make us wiſe un- 


to ſalvation. f How indiſpenſable then is it, eſpecially 
when we pray to our heavenly Father, morning and 
evening, we previouſly read a portion of the ſacred 
ſcriptures ? As we are commanded to pray without ceaſ- 
ing, have our minds continually going up to heaven in 


_ earneſt deſires ; fo it is neceſſary to converſe and medi- 


tate on the law of Ged, after the example of David, day 
and night. N * 

3. The queſtion, Whether it is better for an unre- 
generate man to pray, than to omit praying, 'may here be 
anſwered. - This queſtion compriſes an article of conſe- 
quence in theſe diſcourſes, as it is here naturally fug- 
geſted in the minds of many. It is ſometimes aſked, 
however, deſignedly to embarraſs the 'preacher in a di- 
lemma. + If it be anſwered in the affirmative, then the 
objector replies that the preacher places the doings of the 

ture, and even of the impenitent, in the room of 
the merits of Chriſt, If it be anſwered in the negative, 
that it is not beſt for an unregenerate man to pray, the 
objeRor then ſays, The preacher denies one ſpecial or- 
dinance of God, or forbids the uſe of prayer. But if 
it be aſked in ſimplicity; to gain inſtruction, the holy 
4 {criptures . 
Ful 213 6 + Tin 4. 16. 
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ſcriptures furniſh us with light, ſo as to anſwer it ſatis- 
factorily. The queſtion takes it for granted what a man's 
heart or moral character i is, without aſſuming the power 
of diſcernment. _ 

And, provided a man have a family, ning his 
outward conduct to correſpond with his religious duty of 
prayer, although his heart be impenitent, yet his pray- 
ers may, and we have every reaſon to hope they will, 
be to the eternal ſalvation of his dear wife and children; 
ſome of them at leaſt, if not all of them. His prayers 
alſo, taken in this light, will have a direct tendency to 
do good in the neighbourhood, and through the com- 
munity. If the impenitency of the human heart may 
be ſo reſtrained as not to appear unto men; if men of 
bad hearts, allowing their actions to be good, may do 
good ; then truly his prayers may, and without any 
. queſtion will, as the caſe is here ſtated, be of eminent 

uſe in the kingdom of the Redeemer. Under this head 
then, it is better for an unregenerate man to pray, than 
to omit praying. 
| But provided his conduct does not agree with his 
\praying, dut groſsly or evidently contradicts it; like 
chat of the phariſees of old, his very prayers do evil in 
his own family, and through the community. And he 
is a more effectual inſtrument, in the hand of ſatan, to 
build up the kingdom of darleneſs, than if he did not 
Pray. We have no warrant, from the bible, to ad- 
viſe this man nat / to uſe a form of prayer. But to 
ſhow him his inconſiſtency, and his groſs -abuſes of a 
yok divine ordinance; exhorting him withal to ſee his 
ger, and to reform: his life, cipecally 0 G his 
** 22 e 
Again orm of prayer uled by an ure 
generate -_ wie be of — — * to hi 
provided y prayer be à mean of increaſing con- 
viction on his own mind; and he be conſtantly con- 
uided, more and more, of the hardneſs of his — 
and what guilt he - incurs; every moment, eten while 
* + his perverſe heart docs not 
7 n 
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agree with his lips; and provided his prayers be the 


means of convicting him, more and more, of the infinite 
mercy of God in keeping him out of hell, alſo of his 
aggravated ſin in rejecting free grace; convincing him, 
at the ſame time, of the infinite fullneſs of Chriſt, and 
the way of ſalvation by him; provided alſo, he be dai- 
ly convinced how he is abuſing the ordinance of prayer, 
that is in the ſight of God though not in the ſight of 
man, and that it is wholly by ſovereign grace that he 
has this conviction, the divine Being ſeeing fit to bleſs 
his own inſtituted means, which, at the ſame time, he is 
abuſing by the rebellion of his heart. The caſe thus ſtat- 
ed, and it is evidently a caſe which often occurs, it is bet- 
ter*. for an unregenerate man to pray, or to ule a form 
of prayer, than to omit it. Becauſe, as his conviction 
increaſes, every one will grant, he is more likely to be 
converted. hot a6: K | 
But if an unregenerate man makes a righteouſneſs 
of his own prayers ; thereby eaſing and polluting his 
conſcience-; he appears to fall under the fame condem- 
nation, and is expoſed to the fame - awful end, as the 


ſelfrighteous phariſce; who, for - pretence, made long 


prayers... Chriſt ſaid of ſuch, © Theſe ſhall receive great- 
er damnation.” h ie 3/5 5 

But there are ſome who wholly negle& a form of 
prayer; ſuppoſing, as they are in an unren&wed ſtate, 
they commit leſs fin than they would if they prayed 3 


and therefore, in this way, are more likely to be met 
with by divine grace. In this way they eaſe and ſtupify 


their conſciences. This is making their own doings, or 
their own neglect, a mean to commend themſelves to the 
grace of God. And this is making a righteouſneſs of 
their own: neglect. Selfrighteouſneſs improved! What, 
better for us to negle& and violate an expreſs command 
from heaven? And do we thereby commend ourſelves 


to 


* Shouldit here be objected that this is ſaying, Jt is deter to abuſe the | 


inſtitution of prayer, than not to abuſe it, The ſame objection then will 
hold againſt an unregenerate man's reading the word of God, attending pub- 
lic worſhip, &c. Kc. But ſhow us the man who does not, in ſome degree, 
and in the omniſcient eye, abuſe divine inſtitutions. When theſe are abuſ- 
ed ſo as to promote wic eſs only, then they had better not be uſed ; that 
is in this abu ve manner. + Mark 132. 40. * 
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to the "mercy of God? The very phariſees were not 
The man alſo, whoſe conſcience is penetrated with 
increaſing conviction, has not yet eſcaped” the danger of 
falling into the deplorable ſtate of the ſelfrighteous phar- 
Hee. - Through the treacherouſneſs of his heart, he may 


* ſoon be left to defile his conſcience, loſe all his convic- 


tion, and thus fall into a fad if not fatal deluſion ; by 
flattering himſelf with his own doings or his own prayers. 
Many, who have returned as a deg to his vomit, many who 


' are now in hell, are the miſerable witneſſes to this truth. 


| — 
s 9 | 
—_ £ 


This man, therefore, may be exhorted by his own ac- 


| euſing'conſcience to view himſelf as ſtanding on a /lippe- 


ry place; and to reſt in nothing ſhort of reſting in love 
to God, faith in Jeſus, and a haps, whereby to purify 
himfelf, even as Chriſt is pure. 72 *. 
48. The ſubject affords timely reproof for ſuch as 
uſe a'form of prayer without "any regularity or order; 
and only now and then or rarely do it, juſt when it beſt 
ſuits their inclination. - Prayer, under the chriſtian diſ- 
— gens the cycning and morning facrifice ; and is 
ill as binding on us as it was on Iſrael of old. One fin- 


gle careleſs or wilful omiſſion of this ſacriſice expoſed the 


Jew to be cut off from all the bleſſings of the land of 
Canaan, and to be forever ſhut out of heaven. That 
is, unleſs his omiſſion was followed by repentance, and 
a ſin-· offering brought to the door of the temple. Chriſt 
has made the duty ſtill more binding on us, in giving us 
a form of prayer including theſe words: Give us thit 
day our daily bread.“ How is it poſſible for us to adopt 
this form of prayer, in its true meaning, unleſs we would 


call upon his name 1 Thus Chriſt, and with the 
0 


additional authority of his example, has commanded that 
the evening and morning ob/ation ſhall not ceaſe. There- 
fore ſuch as uſe a form of prayer, perhaps only in the morn- 
ing and diſregarding the evening, perhaps once in ſeveral 


days or months, perhaps alſo when the Spirit, as they pre- 
tend, moves them; all ſuch appear to be guilty of will-wor- 
"ſip." Setting up their own inventions and blind inclina- 
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tions, inſtead of making the word as a lamp to their feet, 
There muſt be order and ſtrict regard to the ſacred com- 
mand. Not only as to families, but enter into thy cloſet, 
and when thou halt ſhut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in ſecret.“ We muſt alſo aſſemble ourſelves, 
punctually, for ſtated public worſhip, as God has ordain« 
ed. When we reject his commands, can we then have 
a-/ingle eye to his glory? Can we then pray, thy king- 
dom come: Thy will be done? + 
5. The fubje& may remind us of the heinous ſin 
of conducting in a careleſs trifling manner in the time of 
prayer. Children and youth often need to be reminded 
of this. Their conſciences, perhaps, may witneſs to 
this their ſin; committed not only at their own houſes, 
but alſo at the houſe of public worſhip. The dear chil. 
dren and youth, in this aſſembly, may be exhorted to re- 
member that the eyes of that God are upon them, who 
will bring every ſecret thing into judgment. They may 
alſo be exhorted to hearken to this moving invitation of 
the bleſſed Redeemer, I love them that love me; and 
thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me.“ f Such of the 
middle aged or aged as ſuffer their minds to wander after 
their covetouſneſs and worldly purſuits, and often put on 
4 drowſy ſluggifh appearance, in the time of folemn 
worſhip; may be aſked whether we would, were we 
begging for our lives, treat an earthly prince in this man- 
ner? Let us here conſider, a moment, what prayer is. 
Prayer is bleſſing the family. Prayer is bleſſing the aſ- 
ſembly. Prayer is imitating the glorious hoſts of heav- 
en. It guards againſt ſin. It nouriſhes the ſouls of be- 
dern It tends to train up children in the paths of 
wiſdom. Calling upon the name of the Lord is ſuited 
to lead ſinners to SALVATION. O how good it is, 
With thankſgiving, to make known our requeſts unto 
God ! Let this quicken our drowſy. ſouls, and fill us 
with an holy-dread, 2 . 
6. The importance of this ſervice, the good ends 
| apſwered by it, and, as God has commanded every crea» 
ture to call upon his name, declaring this to be for his 
* Mann, 6.6 + Prot 6. 37 - IF. Bob 
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' glory, ought to engage parduts and heads of families to 
their duty to their children. To teach them, as 
un alſo tauglit his diſciples ;* eſpecially as Chriſt taught 
I, to pray. What greater kindneſs can we do for 
our dear children than to teach them how to addreſs our 
heavenly Father? To go to God, the only fountain of 
all good? If we neglect this duty to our children, how 
ſhall we anſwer for this neglect at the bar of God? But, 
7. Deplorable is the thought that,in this land of light, 


chere are ſo many prayerleſs families. I his evil is every 


day increaſing. - Almoſt every new family makes an ad- 
dition to the long liſt of prayerleſs families. Ten thou- 
ſand excuſes, even in defiance of divine threatenings, 
are invented to cloak this wickedneſs. Excuſes which 


the hard-hearted Jews, who crucified Chriſt, never 


made. We here find one principal caufe, and a. door 
„for this flood of infidelity, and every kind of in- 
iquity, which is ruſhing in upon us. Our hearts may 
tremble, our hearts may bleed, to think of, Wliat ap- 
pears to-be coming _ america. O may the Ged of 
all grace prevent the by pouring out upon us the 


* J grate and of ſubplications. My 72; 02 


8. This reminds us of our dependance on the "FF 
Uying power of the holy Spirit, to enable us to pray 
acceptably. * For we know not what we ſhould pray 


for as we ought; but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſ- 

ſion for us with groanings which cannot, be uttered. 

But our Heavenly Father freely offers to © give the boly 
Spirit to them that aſk him.“ - SIE 

9. Joyful is the thought that the day is. eme 
when, from all parts of the habitable world, praye 

| ſhall aſcend to heaven. From the riſing of the fant? «of 

_ unto the going doꝛon of the ame, my name ſhall be great 


* 


2 Gentiles '; and in every piace incenſe ſhall be *f- 
ed" unto- my name, and a pure Mering: for ny name 


2 Neat be great among the heathen, ſaith the Lord of bots." 


May God, in his own e Fotos glo- 
ee 5 
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